Liverpool City of Transport - Canals
Activities	
		
Task 1
· Use google or books if you have access to them to look at photographs and pictures of narrow boats, late 1800s. Also look at canal paths, specifically in Liverpool City. 

Research and discuss with your family the following:
· Why were narrow boats used? 
· What things did they transport? 
· How were they powered? 
· What things would have to be prepared before they set off?

· List questions you would want to ask the person(s) in the pictures (or the people who worked on them at the time) to find out about their lives? 

· Do further research to find answers and create a fact-file poster all about this. You could include information, interesting facts, dates, names, pictures or drawings to make it informative. 

· Consider this for help: 
How would the crew spend their time? 
What jobs would they do? 

Task 2
· History Charades: use the following ideas to create your own drawing or act out or mime with a family to guess what action is happening. To make it harder think of your own or use these to make easier. E.g. feeding the horse, loading and unloading cargoes, polishing the boat’s name or horse brasses, steering the boat, preparing food, boat maintenance etc. You may want to look at all the possible ideas before starting if you need a little help. 

Task 3
· Which jobs would they most/least have enjoyed doing? Was it a hard life? What would you feel like if this was your job? Can you think of any dangers/risks with a job like this today?

· Write a ‘boatman’s diary’ or ‘A day in the life of…’ It should include the following information: 
· day to day jobs 
· cargo they carry
· what they eat
· how much they are paid
· how many people live on the boat

Use google to help research facts you also use your own imagination to help. 
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 Extension/Help:
Research the book ‘The Butty Boy by Jill Paton Walsh’ (Puffin) (use google to find out its idea) 
The story is set in the 1880s and explores the contrasts in lifestyles between a middle-class and a boating family. Use to help you complete tasks or help understand Liverpool’s culture. 

Key Questions:

 How were canals used in the past?
 Why were narrow boats used?
 What things did they transport?
 How were they powered?
 What was life living and working on a canal boat like?


